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the Grateful Dead

At a time when only a handful of the
big rock groups remain from the 60's,
each Grateful Dead appearance has be-

an event rather than just a con-

cert.

. Last year the San Francisco-based
group drew 150,000 fans to Englishtown
.= the largest gathering for an enter-
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. popularity for a group sel-
~dom found on a Billboard list of top rec-
~ord sales or heard on an AM radio
~station?

Part of the reason is the vast cult fol-
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Today they have been replaced by solo
performers and a wave of pop/disco ori-
ented bands. To their fans, the Grateful
Dead are a monument to the spirit of
the 60's and survivors in the billion-dol-
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As single artists, five of the group's
members have produced at least one al-
bum.

But the Dead have always fared bet-
ter as a live act. Weir once described
the band’s going into a recording studio
as “a camel becoming a racehorse by
committee.” Most of their albums have
not sold well, and their latest release,
“Terrapin Station,” was produced by
Keith Olsen of Fleetwood Mac fame in
an attempt to get a more commercially
viable album.

As the Dead influenced the 60's with
their communal lifestyle, revolutionary
sound systems, and drug-inspired mu-
sic, they have also tried to pave
new roads in the 70's with their self-
made movie, “The Grateful Dead.” Al-
though viewed as an artistic success by
most critics, the film, which took more
than two years to complete, put the
band into debt and did not draw well at
the box office.

But despite these and other problems
over the years, the group has survived.
“Our scene is always healthiest when
it's really struggling,” said Garcia in a
Rolling Stone interview in 1973. “Bas-
ically our situation is on the borderline
of collapse all the time anyway."”

The group’s legendary song
“Truckin” concludes:

Sometimes the light is shining on me.

Other times I can barely see.

Lately it's occurred to me,

What a long, strange trip it's been.

For the Grateful Dead and their de-
voted following, hopefully the long,
strange trip will continue.

— BILL GLOVIN



