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Saving Grace
Go.rlkeepcr Jon Lonwey .rlv;ge. e pro cereer

fiom some disappointing years, by BiIl Glovin

hc 1990 se.er sea5on srill gnarls ar RutgeN
mens texm. l hafs rhelea' rlhrthe Knigh$ madeirallrhe
{aI ro re NC.{,\ finals beforc losnry a hearrbreaker in dotr,
ble olerire. l'hc team gorso lir lalgcll on rhe srreDgih of
goalkeeper Bill An.lracki (CC'g1). $ho regisrered an

astonDding l7 shntours. Bnr {hen it came doND ro lhe besr-
of-file penalt!-kick plrase of Ll)e (hampioDslip sa!'c,
{ndncki sa\ed onc kick rvhile UCL{5 goalkeeper s:rred
i$o, aDd lhe Btutu look home dre .up. Aftcr rhe game, a
demoralize.l aDd dejected Alexi Lalas (RC'92) sar in fi.or ol
hn lockerand said, \lt caDt rasre Lbe dream aD)nue.'

A deca.le later, Jon con$a) (RC'00) Dcrer gor plst ihe
appetizer NoN backup goalkeeper lor rhe San Jose Eatth-
quakes olNfajor Leaguc Secer he spenr rour seaso.s;r tbe
Knights' Ders, hungrf for a chance ar rbe el$ile .hampi-
onship. Vore rnnes dran hc.arcs ro r.all. the ourcome dta
bis saDre nuned oh aD umnne\' mnLak b one olhis dF
fenders, an u.lu(ky rjcdhet ollaD opponenrs pos! or an
tmfiiendly.allhv aD ofiicial. Conva) learned tbe hard {ay
rlh, in ..,, -r. rhe kdm ,hd, ,lo,nrni c,,lur.n r il\rr. rr .

Last season sdemise hurr rhe Dost. coingiDto dre po\r,
scason. Con$'ay s q,es hrd dance.l vith optnnhm as he
tallted about lhe 1999 Knightsasa rean ofdesliny tharhad
thc poteDrial t(r bring Rutgers irs 6Nr Dational .hampi
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onship ropht ,1tl dre e1c-

ments rrere on rheir side:
\killcd senior leadership, an
infusion of ialenred ne\r-
comcrs, and Rlrrge[ fi$r
Big East Conferen.e title.
Perhaps mo$ nnp.rthth
ihe! had momenLun, bar-
ing $on dreir llbal thrrc
g'ames ol rhe regnler leason.

Ruiges hoped to kecp
thc nomenrum going
th,lugh fte Big East Con-
lcrcnce Tournament, an

important tesr beforc drc \'CdAl. The Knighls
rc.ened a firsHourd blc for Ninnnrg tlre conlcr
en(edtle, enrered rhe mixin dre qMtttriinals, and
detarcd \"orre Dahe 2-0 ai home. Haringdelear
ed GeoBeto$n :i-0 earlier nr $e year, tber liked
their chances in the semifinah. buL rhe Horas
scdred firsl aDd the Knights seetned snal,e bir, hit
Iing thecro$ bar missing a brcaka\ralt and squan
dernrg numerour cor ncr-kick opponunnies bcfore
l,)snrg 2 {.

'lhe Kniglrt5 had one more.lunce to redeeDr
Ll)emsches: an at-la,gc bid ro re \CAA touDa
Dlentand a hoDelield adlannge aglnrsr Yalc, bur

'Ihe 1994 squad-,rhich Aained notorietl as rhe iisr
Icam under head coach Bob Reaso to harc a regular-
seasoD losi.g record-made a cinderclla ruD dDough
,h, ,.a;,p,',, ru'r L ir d'd nn ru nc n"Lion"l ,en -

finals before l(,sins io dre elenrull .hampion, fte Uni,
leNity ofV;gnia..{tcr \Jiqinia s 2-1 \'icrof\', Cilalies
Didfielder Da rir. Sihcra admirred rhat, despire rhen
{in, 'lbda). Rutgers las the berLer reaF.'

Rurgers h.id scored a moml rickn I and lrad reason
Io beliele ai thc ntrcleus \'as h placc for an 

^"Ctd{ritle. Con,ra) hoped ro lead d,eD to ir. He'd beer
reouired b) Rutgcrs afrer leadn,s Sun Yalle,! High
Schoolir-\kh, Pennsrhania, ro a 33-6-3 record nr his
junior and seinn reaN aDd \irlrnrg A]l-srare hotrors.
,\ added nrcentnc rLas rlrar RoLger5 ,ras rhe s.hool of
choice for ltegan llcconagle, rl)e goalkeeper for Sun
\hllet s none!'s ream and coDnar's high schools\reer-
heart (II(Gonagle, capra;i oi thc Scarler linight5
r{omer's rcan in hcrseDior')ear, aDd ConlLay are srillar
irem.) "I red-5hirtcd n) firsr iear and pracricing \nh
such skilled plarers \ras an urbelierable Iearning erpe-
rience." sa)s tbc 6' 5, 210 poLrnd Con\rar "rbu can\
elen begin ro compare dre leri besr hiSh school so.ce,

' rnp( riun ri', D^ n,1, L ll:.d.ulru,I r^ er I

'.JoD had all dre rools \rheD be cane ro us: size, co,F
fidence. g,ca1 haDds. .nd aggession," sa)s Paul Bldi-

Iturgcrs again-lriled ro capiralize on a
brcakaNarl ,\ bad omcn oc.urred \rbeD
the refe.ee da;led thar RurgerJ Dennis
LudNig had settlcd rheballNnh his hand
befde ptrt rg a slrot pasr rhe \'!le soal-
leeper \ynh the goal called oli, Ruiseri
lbnerds bega to pres and (ere ruled
oti-side otr l2 occasioDs. The gamc
seemed des red io come do\n lo penal-

- n kicks until :l seconds inro Ll)e se.on.l
o\e,tinc, Nhen rLe rcferee aNaded t'alc a

pcnalt] kick for a ibul \firh fie Krigbrt sea-
so,, hrngmg h the balancc and dre assemblcd
dd\d of 1,.100 ar \u(ik lield holdirg it5 col-
le.Lne brcalh, lhle s lcadins scorcrJar could,
Iited a hscrjusr beiond the ontsnetched arms

-]-he Ruge$.rord filed our ol Lhe bleach-
c$ nr 5hock \rhile rlDy ofrhe Krighrs till ro
drtir Lnecs, holdnrg d,en heads h rheit baDds.
For Con\ral ard re other senioN, n ! a\ r de\-
a\Lain,gend Io dreit.!rcers.In a prcgn rhal
Id\.ompcted i[ ]rce tiinal Fours sn.e 1989,
exd, )ear is neaurcd bI rhe N(]-$ rouma-
rte r. \ou plal the \iolc season ar.l rhe Big
E.trt trDnaDreDt to ser rou up for rhe NC.d\s.'

\\'hen hc aui\ed ar Rulgcrs i'r 1995, nun)
ol lin telmDures sere still basbrg nr riren.
Deaure$ to a narid)al ritle the prelids ierr

A Dream Come True
Rrtgets women's basketball debuts in the NCAA's Final Foux
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Iron Man
Sean Brmnan's motto:'No train, no gain."

sci_ri kj{J ri L s

sl.r;rg goalkeepo Ste\e \\'iddorLsor. In
Ihe seasons nnnh match, ConNaI
recened his firn career shrt btrr left the
liel.l during dre ursr halt ,rith a glsh ;r
his head Four srir(hes larer he kLurne.l
ro lead Rurces ro n l ll lictoDl

(loDNaf srartcd dre re\t file ghres,
bur Reasso opre.l rc plal rhe more e\pe
ieocccl \Yiddo\rsoD u rl,c BiS Easi mur
nan'enr. Duriig rhe 5emifinal game

agarxt St. Johns, rhe elcnmal
narnDrl chafupnD, Rcasso

broughr (lon\rar off rhe bcnch
for rhe gantc's pe,qh) kicl phase.
Con\ar nade nLo spedacular

sales, RutgeN adranced, and Cd!
Na) \a5 picked t(, starr rhe final, a
1 0los ro None Dame. He \rTrc.l

in RurgeN first mnnd NC,\A. torma,
,.cnr ga'ne, a 2 0 {nr asainnCoDell,

his oDh NCA.\ touruDcDr career Nin
Thc 1996 ntL,ad hishcd t3-?-3, end,
inil irs se,son \rirh a second,round loss.
Contar-s latcieavn hcroics nr 1990 led
ro his narting allbur Ibur gad,cs dre rbl-
l,Ning_ ser$r. lhe Scarlet KDighrs
nnproled to l1-7 2 aDd \on rhe coDter-

er.e tounament. but $crc cliniDated
I ll inthefiBt round ofthc NC{AS. Con-
\ar: ho$eler had begun to cmc,ge ar
ore ol the DatioDs top collcgiate goal-

leepers. IIc vas namcd lirst Tea r,qll
Big [ast and speDt thc spring semesret
oainiDg virh rhe Lnitcd Statcs UDder 20

con$al s breakout )ear rvas 1998.

He pla)ed elerf second of crcr; gamc.
n'rreDdered oD\' 19 goak nr 21 Srmes,
and rris naned conlcrcncc Goalkeeper .t
rlre 1e,r 8,tr Nirh: rc.ord,)ll2-7-2. the
KDighIs narroNly misscd bciDg selected

Ior rhe NC{A-tsa disast.r, considcring
rhar dre leam routuell conpctcs i! the
rarional totrDineDt. La$ scasoD CoDnz)
and his reammalcs camc irto ihe plesea-

'on ddcrnincd to prole that 1998 ha.l
beeD a flukc. ,\d thcl suc(eeded, \Ln!
nnrg dreir first coDfercncc cbanpjonsh\)
\nhan8l2rtcord.

''It $as aD amazmg ridc, sa)s Con-
\i\r "l Nas lotrurate to harc staFd rcla-

el) injury frce, and cven mori ibrlF
lale to have had $rch great playen

A dream came rrue for ConlLa) i.
lanuary ryhen he $as drafted by Lhe

Eatliquakes aDd ron a spot on dre reao,
finsJonring ihe mrt! ol nine orher for-

e. Kniglts \rho ha\e conpded prcfes
sionai\'or have U.S. natioDal tean expe-
riencc. One dat he hopes to phl Eng-
laDd, \thcre he on.e got a raste ofEnglish
s@ccr \rhile trahing {ith the Blactburn
RorcN and the narn,nal tcan goaftender
Tin llo$ers. "Pr?cri.ing Nirh someone
or thal lerel nnde a huse inprcssion,'
he sa)s. I learned about conmi0nenL,
io(us. consisteno: all rhe clcmen$ rl[r
ak.r,,.i,l ro $r..cs\ ''

Conray vill sta) inrolrcd in Rtrrgers
soccer throngh $e lileloDg frien.ls hes
madc on thc ream. Not to mcDrion dur
his brodrer S.orr-aDorh.r s.:,!Fr
Krighis goalkeeper-is expcdcd ro bar-
tle Rick) Znrter and.l. D. \la in for rhe
honor ofsucceeding hidr. lD all of.ol,
lese soccer lasl \ea| I rl]lcd Jon se.oDd
or1) ro {din Brcvn ol \\'illiam $ Uar}a'
sa)\ Reasso. Whoe\er our goalkceper is

dris )ear hc ll hale huge shocs ro fill.''
Jor Comar' 

'na! 
lot l)ara tasred rhe

dream, but such high pliise night mle a
l;ttlc ofdrc cdge olTlris buDg.l :l


