Sex and The Cily is

aboul To launch 1Ts final
season, but Kristm Davis 1snT
abou?t To retire anytime soon. By Bill Clovin £ Pholograph by dill Pelers

ristin Davis is standing in the middle of a small, Upper West

Side café looking for her lunch date. It isn't until we make eye

|

contact that I realize that this is indeed the 38-year-old actress

of Sex and the City fame. In jeans with her hair pulled back, she looks

more like my daughter’s cheerleading coach than Chardotte, the character she plays
on the HBO show; recent In Style magazine cover gitl; or one of E Channel’s Most
Eligible Hollywood Bachelorertes. &% Later, I'll think back to what Daviss

Mason Gross theater buddy Paula Goldberg {GMGSASY) told me on the

from her dream. | wish 1 could say the same for myself
% Davis (MGSABT), who rents an apartment within walking
distance of the café, suggests that we retreat 1o a rable in the

rear since her success has made it nearly impossible for her to live
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€€ | was never~and I mean

never~able To land a major part

in a Mason Gross productiol.
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anonymowsly: her love life and reported tension
between the Sex and the City costars is constant fodder
for tabloid speculation. " TV is such a familiar medium
that to1al strangers feel like they know vou. They don't
do this 1o film stars,” says Davis, reaching across the
table and grabbing my arm o demonstrate the way
fans sometimes put the squeeze on her.

Tapologize for making her go through her life story
yet again. “Anything for good old Ruigers,” savs Davis,
who proved as much in 2002 when she agreed o serve as
a host for Rutgers On Broadway, a showease for Mason
Gross theater students. “Calista [Flockhart] asked me
about it and 1 old her it was loads of fun,” she says, refer-
ring 1o another celebrity graduate from the theater pro-
gram. “1 wld her she should do ™

What will Davs order? I wonder. The pressure 1o
stay shim will surely mean a salad; she has wotally given up
aleohol. "Cheeseburger and fiies,” Davis says matter-of-
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factly. Sensing mw surprise, she confesses, “Foad is one
of life's great pleasures; the chocolate cake here is a
rare treat,” Since she's already mentioned Flockhart
(MGSA'SS), I bring up her classmate’s wellpublicized
thinness. Instead of addressing it divectly. she remarks
on the dietary habits of the Sex and the City costars:
“We cemainly pay atiention to what we ear, but we're
far from obsessed about it”

Davis mentions co-tars Sarah Jessica Parker,
Kim Carrrall, and Cynthia Nixon several times dur-
ing the long conversation. She points out that she
calls them o discuss Chardote’s eharacter and fol
lows their cues when dealing with celebrityhood.
Countless hours rehearsing and promoting the show
have made them as close as sisters, she sys, 'm
reminded of this when [ see her siting at the Emmys
with members of the Sex and the Cify cast and crew.
Although Davis is the only one of the four not nom-
inated, she has shown up 1o cheer on her ends

¥ ‘;,’ ""-.r clore Davis's $11 cheeseburger amives, | lean
% | that she was born in Boulder, Colorado, and tha
' 1 the Davises moved 1o Highland Park when Keith

Divas came 10 Rutgers=New Brunswick to teach
psychology. Kristin was two yezus old at the time and
one of her first memories is walking to the movies in
town. Later, in college, she periodically returned 1o
Highlind Pk when she delivered flowers lor
Plantscapes in Somerset,

Davis’s first theatrical role—the wicked stepmother
in Cinderetla—came when she was a second grader in
Highland Park’s Lalayette School, When Keith decided
to accept an ofler from the University of South Carolina
in Columbia, Dorothy had mixed emotions: “It was the
right move and Kristin was only eight, but 1 was disap-
pointed because we had made some close friends and
liked New Jersey”

Soon alter moving south, Dorothy suggested than
her daughter take a small part in a community-theater
production of Snew White, Davis stayed active in the
troupe and, at age 17, won the play's leading role,

Davis decided early on that she wanted to be an
actress, “1 wasn't the kind of kid who always wanted o
get up and perform, but [ loved being around creative
people, especially actors, and still do,” says Davis, While
her parents didn’t discourage her, they promoted the
idea of a welkrounded education and pushed their
daughter 1o take dance, violin, and 1Tute Jessons, Smiack
in the middle of the Bible Belt, their liberal philosophy
stood out in sharp contrast 1o that of their neighbors:
Dorothy was active in Planned Parenthood and alwavs
had a copy of Ms, magazine on the colfee table, Kristin's
parents also rejected the idea of private schools—almaos:
entirely segregated—for political reasons.

Keith wanted his daughter to pursue a bachelor's
degree al a respected liberal arts college dlose 10 home,



bun Davis was intent on leaving the South and ngoring
in theater. For her, Rutgers had a amiliar feel: *Our fam-
ily often returned o the New Brunswick area chring
Christmas break o visit friends, and we always went 1o
shows and muscums in Manhauan. 1 loved it When it
was time 1o consider college, [ thought of Rutgers.”

Besides its proximity 10 New York Gity, Rutgers
offered Davis a highly competitive theater depeartment
and Beuy Comtois, the department’s chair and a friemd
of her parents. Comiois wld the Davises the truth: i
their daughter’s admission depended not only on her
meeting academic standards but also passing an auditon
in front of a wugh-minded faculty group that inchad-
ed William Esper, a professor of theater ants and a
legendary acting coach.

Diwis recalls coming north for her i
andition during the winter of her senior
year in high school. When it was over, an
unassuming man in a windbreaker came
over and invited her o join the program.
She had no idea ar the time, but it was
Esper, who sensed sensitivity, charm, and
a considerable amount of potential in the
voung woman, “lt's rare that-1 decide on
the spot like that, but I knew instantly that [
wanted her in the program.” savs Esper.

In her lirst vear, Davis struggled 10
lose weight and her pronounced southern
accent. “1 had 10 learn 3[)(’(.’(]: all over again; it was
very lrustrating,” she says. Most days began at 8 am.
and ended at madnight: some nights she cried hersell
1o sleep. “Kristin was voung and unformed and had
to learn o respond more freely and emotionally,”
savs Esper,

The demands were such that half of the 30 class-
mates Davis started with were gone by their sopho-
more year and only 6 graduted. Adds Esper, "IU's a
very strenuous program that prepares students for a
very strenuous business. Kristin was able 1o gradually
learn to bring a very genuine, lovely sensibility that is
right there on the surface of her work. Once she had
conlidence, | knew she would have a career.”

“I knew two things: that 1 had some talent and thar
1 was a very, very, very hard worker,” says Davis, who
tends to repeat words lor emphasis. “10 they had cutme,
I would have been upset but I would have picked mvself
up and kept going, 1 just thought | was really good,
although there wasn't any great part or perlormance o
base that on, [ just really believed in mnsell”

lter pointing out that Sex and the City reached

new heigivs in the ratings kst vear, Dinis 1eas-

ingh leans closer to the tape recorder 1o make a
statement for the recond: “1 was never—and 1

mean never—able (o land a magor part i a Mason Gross
production,” she says, “1 remember thinking, “Am 1 pret-

v enough? Will I have o be a charcter actiess?"" It
wasn't until she naiked a dranatic monclogue and a
comedy sketch in an annual showcase for Mason Gross
students that Davis began o think diflerently.
“Afterward, agents and casting directors approached
me with their business cards. [ can still see the kooks on
the faces of some really, really surprised professors”

{eomtinmued on page 42)
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Role Call

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

she says with @ selfsatisfied, sworingthe
memory smile,

Instcad of pursuing  an MFA
degree, Davis moved 10 Manhatian n
the summer of 1988, enrolled in Esper's
New York acting studio, and worked asa
waitress and hostess o support hersell.
Countless auditions led o some comy
mercial work, the role of Hero in a
regional production ol Muek Ado Abowt
Nothing, and a three-month role as nurse
Betsy on General Hospital. Through ivall,
Davis watched many of her friends and
former classmates leave the business and
move on o other careers.

1 1 1991, a New York City writers' strike
gave her the push she needed o relo-
cate 1o LA, where she [ound a tiny apart-
ment in Santa Monica, landed a Miller
beer commercial, and was dragged by a
frdend to her first yoga class. “For years, it
was yoga class during the day, acting class
al night, and auditions in between
Sometimes I'd do as many as 12 auditions
aday. Atone point ['was thinking, ‘Mavbe
my destiny is to become a yoga instructor,”
1 didn’t Ixave a lot of money but it didn't
matter, | was pretty dam happy.”

$iill. Davis wasn't ready o give up
her dream. She paid her dues with sev-
eral TV pilots and small parts on shows
like The Lavry Sanders Shoa, Dr. (Quinmn,
Medicine Woman; and ER.

Metrose Place producer Darren Star
hired Davis in 1995 1o play the role of
neurotic, rich girl Brooke Armstrong
Campbell. "Aside from being really beau-
lifial, Kristin had a really good sense of
humor and was really smart; [ remember
being impressed that she had a degrec
from Rutgers,” says Star. In the role, she
captured and then rushed the heart of
kindhearted cutie Billy Campbell, played
by Andrew Shue. When Star left the
show, the writers tumed her character
from manipulative and funny to vindic
tive and mean, Davis’s second season cli-
maxed with Brooke's death.

But by then Davis had made a big
impression, making viewers loathe
Brooke even more than the show's
«heming Amanda Woodw ard, played
by Heather Locklear, “There were posi-
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tives and negatives about the experi-
ence, but you don’t go on Melruse Place
to try to be good, you go on to try o look
good,” says Davis,

The part increased her visibility, how-
ever, and ollers, though many were disap-
pointing, came pouring in. One part in-
cluded a guest roke on Seinfild. In the
episode “The Pothole,” Jerry breaks up
with her after her wothbrush takes a tum-
ble into the twoilet, Star found her very
lunny in the mole and, soon after, asked
Danis to read for a new HBO project he was
creatings a saucy show about an insighful.
nicotine-addicted New York City sex
columnist and her three single girliviends.

Star first thought of Davis for the
part of Carrie, but Charloue seemed a
better i "1 lelt that Kristin could really
embody this very proper, polite, well-
put-together, slightly old-fashioned sin-
gle woman who wies tw play by the
‘rules,”” says Star. "Kristin had a wonder-
ful, understated way of playing comedy
that just comes from character and
hehavior, It's a very sophisticated skill.”

In carly episodes. a naive Charlone
served as a foil 1o the other three char-
acters” modern promiscuity and cyni
cism. Since then, she has become more
risqué and wise. Charlotne has dated
some kinky characters through the
show's five scasons, including a lover
who screamed obscenities at her in bed
and another whose idea of a goodnight
kiss was licking her face. "Sometimes it's
not fun at all,” she points out. “1 didn’y
think a guy screaming obscenities at me
was at all funny. In fact, T hated it But
everyone else thought it was hysterical.”

The show, which begins its sixth and
final scason in June, picks up for
Charlotte, the first character on the show
o marry, where last season left ofl: her
Jewish divorce lawver. who doubles as her
boviriend, tells ber that his fath prevents
him from pursuing a serous relationship.

I just go with the Oows it may look
like we're improvising at times, but cvery
line is scripred,” says Davis, who suddenly
resembles the glossy and perfect looking
Charlotte when—for a moment—she
removes her scrunchie and waves of
chestnut brown hair fall around her

smallboned face. "A 22-minute episode
takes two [ull weeks of 12- w0 Mhour
days 10 shoot. A season ook up 1o lour
months o shoot.”

Davis wasn't surprised when execu
tive producer Michael Pauick King
decided w end the show: “Michael leels
that o many shows stay on the air
because they can, not because they
should. The Sofranos people are talking
about evenuually trning their show into
a film. While nothing has been oflicially
discussed, I'd like 10 see the same thing
happen to us. Aside vom that, Pd like 10
work in [lm for the next 10 vews.”

When Sex and the Cify leaves the air
and Davis gives up the ST00,000 she report-
edly makes per episode, she will be most
proud of the Gt that she was mvolved ina
show that she believes was important 1w
women. “Not onlv did our show do wone
cherful things for HBO, which didn’t have
much programming for women, but it
sencls the important message that sex plays

Discover the
Year-Round
Beauty of

avital ole m the hearts and minds of
woamen, that friendship counts for an awlul
log, and that you don’t need 1o follow any-
one ehe’s lead,” she says, “T think that's
prety much my mantra as well,”

Dinvis stands to leave and checks for
messages on her BlackBerry, She'll soon
head back 1o LA —~her home of choice—
and returm o Manhauan when work
calls, like Fxonerated, the ofl-Broadway
play she starred in this winter. She
thanks me for not asking abowt her per-
sonal life: “T always hear the same thing.
‘I don’t want to ask you, but my editor
wants to know,” Then Davis adds, "For
now, it's mainly me; my golden retriever,
Callic; and myv family and friends. Bue [
would like to have a kid and a relation-
ship. Notice the order in which 1 said
that, Aren't I a bad, bad girl?” 4

RUTGERS MAGAZINE senior editor Bill
Glovin fas cleaved his sehedule to wateh the
final season of Sex and the City.
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