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Playing to Win

Scarlet Knights quarterback
Mike McMahon has one goal for his
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collegiate football career—to leave
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1 carlet Knights quarterback Mike McMahon
( (RC'01) knows that the harder he works ofl the field,
l”ﬁmfremicr time he’'ll have on it. That's why, although it's

scason and he’s still recovering from recent

“ & B
arthros - knee surgery, the 67 8, 205-pound sopho-

more is pumping iron in the Hale Center weight room,
“There were times this past season when my knee was

”Hﬂl]f&nrrmnnf’i'intsnt I doubted I could play,” says McMahon as
he completes a set of lat pulls. “It definitely affected my
mobility. And my right wrist wasn't right all year. I can’y
wait until I'm healthy again.”

{

The quarterback’s medical maladies may be slow to
heal, but his team made a miraculous recovery from last
vear's =11 debacle. Despite a slow start this year, the Scar-
let Knights surprised the experts by finishing the season at
5-6 and recording the second-best turnaround of any
Division I football program in the country. The season was
considered so successful that head coach “Terry Shea was
named Big East Conference Coach

of the Year and received a contract
extension. Shea believes that one
of the keys 1o the turnaround was
McMahon. “One important quality
for any quarterback is durability,”
says Shea, "Mike showed his
toughness by playing through
some injuries and taking every
snap from center this year.”
McMahon, in just a season
and a half as the starter, is on

course to break every passing

MikE MCMAHON
WHO BELIEVES THI
Miami HURRICANES
WILL BE THE TEAM TO
BEAT NEXT YEAR IN
rHE BiG EAsT FOOT-
BALL CONFERENCE
HOPES TO ONE DAY
PLAY QUARTERDBACK IN
THE NATIONAL FOOT-

BALL LEAGUE,
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record in Scarlet Knight history. He is already seventh
on the all-time passing list with 3,462 vards and sixth
on the list with 247 completions. But statistics are not
what motivates him. “Winning is the only thing that
matters,” he says. “I want to be a building block for a
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starting job, be just another cog in the wheel at a foot-
ball factory.”

Shea considered redshirting the freshman in 1997,
but McMahon, sensing that there was no solid incum-
bent at the quarterback position, talked him out of it.

successful program that will flourish
long alter I'm gone.”

A native of Wextord, Pennsylva-
nia, McMahon was raised with his
two older sisters in one of the most
rabid football regions in the country,
He attended North Allegheny High
School, a football powerhouse that
has drawn as many as 9,000-plus
fans to a game. Despite starring in
football since the sixth grade,
McMahon didn't start on the high
school varsity team until his senior
vear. And even that was in jeopardy
when he broke his leg in his Jast
junior varsity game.

That spring McMahon was well
enough to attend a combine for
western Pennsylvania standouts
held at his high school, where his
ability caught the eve ol Rutgers
coach Dave Steckel. Steckel invited
the teenager to attend a quarter-
backs camp at Rutgers that summer.
Coach Shea's knowledge of the
quarterback position made a huge
impression on McMahon, who, in
turn, impressed the Rutgers coaches
with his physical tools and maturity.
Still, they weren't about to offer a
scholarship to a player who had yel
to start in a high school game.

But McMahon won the starting
position on the varsity squad and,
based on film of his first three
games, Rutgers offered him a foot-
ball scholarship. By the time the
season ended, he had been named
first-team All-State, had played in
the Pennsylvania state champi-

BOX SCORE

oth the men's and women's
BSmrlﬁ Knights basketball
programs have signed several top
high school prospects to national
letters of intent. On the men's
side, the recruits include Josh
Moore of Newark, a 70" 280-
pound center who currently
attends St. Thomas More Prep
School in OQakdale, CT: Sean
Axani, a 6" 7" 220-pound power
forward from Red Bank Regional
High School; Todd Billet, a 6" 1,
180-pound guard and younger
brother of Scarlet Knight Geoff
Billet from Christian Brothers
Academy in Middletown; and
Kareen Wright, a 6°9," 310-
pound center who attends Mer-
cersburg Academy in Mercers-
burg, PA. Joining the women's
team will be Kourtney Walton, a
6’ 0" guard from John Marshall
High School in Chicago, and
Mauri Horton, a §' 8" guard from

North High in Minneapolis.

After making an uneventful debut
against Navy, McMahon almost led a
miracle comeback in the second half
of the Boston College game when he
drove the offense down the field for
two scores in a matter of minutes.
Against Army, McMahon, making his
first start, threw for 386 vards, the sec-
ond-best passing day in Rutgers histo-
rv. By the end of the year, he led the
nation’s true freshmen quarterbacks
with 1,259 passing yards, threw for six
touchdowns, and was trumpeted by
the media as the Scarlet Knights'
quarterback of the future,

MceMahon turned out to be the sil-
ver lining in the dark cloud of an 0-11
campaign, but his personal accomplish-
ments and the poise he demonstrated
as a freshman meant litde ina season
that had trned into a nightmare.
“In high school, we were so used
to dominating our opponents
that if we beat a team by ‘only’ 30

points, the coach made us do bear
crawls,” he says. "Most of my Rut-
gers teammates came from winning
high school programs, and the losing
ate us up inside.”

McMahon treats conversation
about 1997 like a 240-pound

blitzing
Ermer Scarlet

linebacker:
Knights women's

He quickly
shifts the
basketball star§

focus o the
1998 cam-
paign.
Although

and College Play-

er of the Year

onship game in Three Rivers Stadium (home of the
Pittsburgh Steelers), and had received scholarship
ofters from Syracuse, Miami, and Notre Dame,

“1 came to Rutgers because I knew I'd have the
opportunity to compete for the job, learn from a
coach who literally wrote a book on the quarterback
position, and maybe be one of the catalysts that
turned the program around,” says McMahon, “At
those other schools, I'd redshirt my first year, proba-
bly sit for the next two years, and then, il I won the
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this past Sue Wicks
season was a step in the (RC'88)—now of
right direction, he's any-
g the WNBA's New

thing but satisfied: “Some
people were happy when we York Liberty—
opened the season by break-
ing the losing streak against
Richmond, a Division AA
team, 7-6, but I'd hardly call
that an accomplishment.”
For him, the season’s

had her Rutgers jersey
retired at this past
December's game

against Georgetown.
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Rutgers University Student and Alumni
Federal Credit Union is a lederally regu-
lated, not-for-profit, linancial institution
that was chartered to provide bhanking
services 1o alumni and students of Rutgers
University.

Your insured deposits are circulated back
into the Rutgers community in the form ol
student loans to assist with tnition, housing,
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It's NOT a charity. It's an investment that

carns you competitive returns and benelits
for the same opportunities that you had.

One-year certificates are

currently yielding over 5%

For current rates and account applications:

www.rufcu.com
0or

732-932-8117

RUTGERS

NIVERSITY
TUDENT &
JUMNI
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

“on the banks since 1988"

All accounts msured for up o 100,000 by the National
Credit Union Administration, an agency of the federal

government.

turning point came in the sixth game on
the road against Pitsburgh, when he
threw two touchdown passes in the second
half and the Scarlet Knights came back to
win 25-21. "We got pushed around in the
first half of that game, but our offensive
line turned it around and we did a beuer

job for the rest of the year,” he says. The

last two contests, losses to Virginia Tech
and West Virginia, he views as lost oppor-
tunities: "I we'd won those games, we
probably would have gone to a howl.”

If Rutgers is ever to get there—a
dream that has eluded the program since
1978—the quarterback, who sets the tone
in the huddle and handles the football
more than all of his tcammates com-
bined, will have to lead the way. “I'm not
real vocal, but 1 try to lead by example,”
says McMahon. “That means not missing
workowts, hitting the books, keeping par-
tying to a minimum, and doing more
than the coaches require. We took major

steps this year, but our overall level of

maturity still needs to improve. Too

many players think this is about fun. It
will be a lot of fun if we win.”

In assessing the quarterback, both
McMahon and his coach agree that he
needs to cut down on the 16 intercep-
tions that he threw in 1998, improve his
footwork, and break the habit of some-
times throwing with a three-quarters
motion. “Mike's separation time from the
line of scrimmage is as good as that of
any quarterback I've ever seen,” savs
Shea. "He has exceptional arm strength
and throws as well on the move as he
does from the pocket. Mike's confidence,
his passion to win, and his athleticism
and maturity are the qualities that we
hope will lead us to a bowl or a Big East
Conference championship.”

But in football, the ultimate team
sport, McMahon knows the Scarlet
Knights will need a solid recruiting class
il the team is to achieve its goals. Most of
their competition in the Big East have
larger players than Rutgers on their
defensive lines. “For starters, we need to
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recruit a pair of monster tackles and
replace senior receivers Billy Powell
(LC'99) and Chris Hutton (LC'99)," he
says. The coming months are crucial.
For part of the next few weekends,
McMahon and his teammates will be
meeting high school standouts
and their parents who are coming
to Rutgers for recruiting sessions.
Their choice of school, says McMa-
hon, will partly hinge on the
impression the Scarlet Knights
give of themselves, the football
program, and the University.
“We're doing a better job of
recruiting the state’s football talent
and marketing the Rutgers name,
but we need to ereate a Penn State
or West Virginia-like atmosphere
so that kids dream about someday

and train distance to New York, Philadel-
phia, Atlantic City, and the Jersey shore;
and a beautitul stadium. Plus, in our sys-
tem, we shuffle a lot of plavers in and out
so it's likely that theyv'll get a chance to
play early in their careers.”

inning is the only

thing that matters,” says McMahon.

“I want to be a building block for

a successful program that
o

1

will flourish long after I'm gone.

&

ficld is not that big of an advantage for
us,” he says. “The empty seats and the
lack of noise hurts the intensity on the
field and aftects everything. In most of the
stadiums we play in, the noise from the
crowd olten makes changing plays at the
line of scrimmage and hearing in
the huddle difficult for the visitors,
It makes a big difllerence.”

At Virginia Tech, Syracuse,
and Miami, says McMahon, the
crowd’s energy manifests in a sud-
den adrenalin surge on the line ol
scrimmage and a fire in their
opponents’ eyes. The noise,
chants, and taunts aren’t closely
matched by those he hears at Rut-
gers Stadium, “Football is a game
where the win often comes down
to who

wants it more,” he

wearing a Rutgers jersey,” says
McMahon, whose sister Shelly is a senior
at Penn State. "We have a lot to ofler: a
great academic reputation; a top confer-
ence in a major media market; driving

explains, “If' New Jersey wants us
to succeed, they need to show us that
they're willing to come out and support
us. Is it unrealistic to dream about some-
day looking up and sceing a sell-outz” 2

A recruiting obstacle and a frustrat-
ing factor for everyone associated with the
program, McMahon believes, is the luke-
warm fan support. “Unfortunately, home

Gather with Friends.

If you are looking for a convenient, spacious facility to
schedule a meeting, social gathering, event, or a large
conference for your organization or business,
the Friends Conference Center at Arbor Glen
is the perfect solution. Our experienced
Conference staft'is pleased to offer
planning and coordinating services
for as little or as much help as you desire.
Customized catering menus, for the perfect
breakfast, luncheon, dinner, hors d’ocuvres
or meeting break selections.

Run your meetings smoothly, call us today at:

908.595.6500
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than ¢ ove to Arbor Glen.

I no longer worry about
home maintenance
and repair. There is
convenient dining,
banking, shopping,
health services...it’s
like having a whole
town under one roof.
And my wellness
activities are socially
as well as physically
stimulating.”

You, too, can enjoy
an active retirement life-
style, first quality, on-site
health care, and a finan-
cial plan that protects
against the enormous
costs of long-term
nursing. Call us today.
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or 908-595-6500.
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