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{.,.inu-l r:l' t irc' }'i"{'*::'
P,:rsccrtion t'ollowe d thcn fron' their hornclaods to xr Anr{:iic'n

prisorl until .r Rutgers lal' cli"ic took tl'cir case'

enn] VeDeti: \n;d\ rc(all\ thar

Ilonda-v mo,nntg lure 10, l!195

Nl).n she opcncd 71.Ird, ir)/l t,^.
'rhe headlinc lla\hed likc a,,eor
sigo: DETEN IIO\ J.Ul. CAI.LED
\IOIISETHAN PRISOf,'. At a lb(lei
rl hnnigratior rd \anrralizatn't
Service (lN"S) detedrbn c.nrer ir
Elir.beIh, imn,igrants {ho {ete
\eeh;rg politicrlxt[ D in thc UniL'

ed Stares olcrpo$ered arued
guar<1" and ,ient on a lneiour ranr
pagc. veneris rr.s nrxke.l Io Ead
drc deLaiDees .hrrse\ ol sernrrs
abuse\ it r ceDtcr tbat \asjust min-
r(es lloo her olticc !r rhe coDnitr!
rioDxl LirigalioD Olini( ar Rutscri
S(l,o(t ol l-aN Nc{a, t.

'Innrediarelr arier tl)e disrur-
bance. Lt.ei\ed aboul 25 pe$onal
lctrcA and oDe unilc,lal leLier lilm
dctanrees r'llr rrcrc askn,g lirr help.'
sals \tretis, \!M ba\ taxghr at thc

la\ {hoollal ii\e rcars. Sor)c \tllc
thrt guards had stolcn thcn fife srr
iDgs and irteplaceable pel soDrl
bel.ngmgs.lik a \eddmg rniti. OIh
cr! (omplaiDed rbout berrings.
unsrrritary conditiors. anrl oeals drat

consistc.l ol nnten Nilk r d spoiled

lirod-sclrcd nrches 8[ ftom roilcts rhar \ere
rcrcr clelDtrl.,\lier rcadnrg tIe nerispapcr *ories
and lctlcr\. tl)e allegrrions sere Id) sc,ious to
ignorc, an(l I rle.i.led ro in\ctigare.'

In(ar.e1iled becausc thq lacked pas\gtrtsrDd
orho do( umcDls, rhc lctt., $ tre$ rLc,1 benrg held

b\ thc l\S perdinq dccisnn)s oD dren fetitnn)s lor
rsrtnr. (A(oiiDg to ADdrea Quannlill(). dist|i.t
dnr!nn lin rle INS. nD\t {lerainees D.\r ,e.tae i
hcarir!. bel{re r juilsc \rithin 90 b 120 da)s,
ihhoush, \virh apperls, $ne .rses drag on n' a

\car or ntre.) Bnr snnpl) ,neering \!ilh d,e as\hnr
sccler\ \!\ rhe llrst of \rhat \tould P, o\e to b.
nr obnrle" lor Vcnetis \Ion ollhcD hadbeen

mored liom rhe 3subcd.enter mrDage.l b)

!\ n aidre.rn,nrl Ser ices. lrc.. of Nlehillc, \e\
I \i)rk-k) countt iril\ i1i cenrral I'cn )hania rnd

IIarlland Ihesc {nFoll locatioDs, she susP.ctcd,

\rcre rle.Led $ tbat deLainees \urld lt rNr,r lion,
rhc me.lia spodight a d publi(-n1tc,1\t l.\lcN like

Desp;te . slare hrll ololher \orrh) crse\,
\( '(,..,,,1 li\, ,1, 'r ' u,l.r' ' , r" e.l " t' ""-
tnrc aDd ftrk drrcc nips ro iDtcrlies rhe PolitiGl
,..)1,,' -,1,.r, \'.,,.'\.,r','lrr' o l,r('."
Noukt )eet on camlnA arcund 1 a.,r'. .lri\e hro x)

li.' 1,, ,,. u.1,, 1.r, ,\. 'r,Ll , ,', ' l,r- ' r rt"r'
l)ehn,ees seNilg rs tlaDslrtors hc\,ed Vencri\ and

R1 itrJLrtr' tr, J rle'{','Ll,lr .^.1,,,, ! cl'_\ i''
rie\ it pebeculnD, en:ape, rDd rb!5e.

l'lri,,grrtb L\ f,"nI n,nfur.nlo



Denris J.iji of \igeria .aDie Io the
Un(ed srtes dnbugh LoDdoD ailer his
lile \as dnearere.l lor IIiDg to mounr a

peinion mppordns rbe .ounrl s ne\t)
ele(tc.l presnlent. ,rl!r had been jailed.
Agatl,a Celraa had beer raped, bearen,

aDd leli iD the it,cei hr rlead afrer
pmresti,rg tlre tibal \rxdale poli.ies dur
liad Niped our lrer ertire laDrilt ir
rdrt[ern Cl)atra. Abdi Ja'na suffered
ba)onet ,vound! aL the hands of rhe
Sonqlian ilitia dufn)g a pmLe$ aga;st
rhc couDhlir li{i5t tio\ern reot. LheD

fled thc harsb (ondi1io.\ ol a telugee
GmP at great ri5k io hcr \afiql

\tnetis aDd the student5 lbund .on-
ditions that ,rc.e elcn ,rorse tha! the let'
re,s had indicatcd. Detanrees \er? dh-
cotrraged from practicing iheir rcligiou5
bclicfs and bad problcms ,naking c(,cial
phonc calh to atlonqs {orknrgon dreil
as,rhun cases.i' Vcnctis explanN. The)
Ncrc throrLn into $lilary confiDehe.t,
ph)sicall) and scxual\' abused, and
humilialed oD a daill b.scH)ftcD callcd
:{rican monkqJ b) the faciliti\ Suards.
Despire the lact dr.r lhey net \rillr thc
fa.ilitl's top adminisortoN and Nrrh drc
INS oD a reekll basis, dre abrses thct
complained abour did Dot srop. lhcsc
people $ere essenrial\' ftared as pison-
ers, bur drel rreren\ c ninah. They hid
..me ro fin,l lrecdonr in Ameri.2. h,,r
rhel Nound trp h jails dnl rlere as abn
sne as anitling they had e\er faced nr

Veneris Nas con!iDced rhat Ihe
derainees ighls had been liolated, bnt
she kne\v that LIreir status as as)lnm
seeke's mearL rhat rher had linired
righrs ro {e. Taknrg oo the INS and a

hrge .orpofurnD lke En.or \{ould be

.hallerge, so veneris
phored a li,mrer colleague lor help.

Tetr )ears before, Nlarrin clenn
(NLrs'71)-head ol litigarur ir rhe
i'e\ Ydl ottice oi O']leheD) & Utes,
,r int.rli'n rrl li\r lnnr \rirh 680 in.r
ne!s-had hrddled a pto bono case

;n<,lYug pohn:al as)lrnr seekers \ho
had beetr deL1iied aia forner horelnear
KeoDrdr Airpofl nr Queerx, \e\ \brk.
SaIs Glenr: Altlu,gh rha
tled out or cdurt. at rl)e i;ne, I tlkrghr
tl)at polirical a\rl,h seekers Nould neler
be heltl rurler rurh deploralrle.ondi
tkrx aga;r. I \!as,\rorg.''

clenn had ne\er foryoiren his o\rD
srinr as a la( studeDr parri.iparing nr

l6 Rr r(nR\ 11!, \r\r

crsc\ rhro!gh tbe (ii,rtitutioD!l l-a\
Cliri( ir n\ Ii)ur(ling rexr. 1970 lor
thrce de(ade\. rle .loii. " niissnf has

beeD t]rcrbki: n, p,(^ e pro boro legal

seNi.es nr dcseNing cases. rnd l() ,)ltbt
pucrical cxpcricnce Dd cluDe.redit ro

Rnlgere\.lark la\' studcnts. Vant ol'
rhe cascs drcl hare litigated through tl,e

tears harc bccn sponsored b) l,ubli(-
inrercst orgrnialioN likc the A.)erican
alnil lih.ti{slrDnm.theCeDre, fbr(iD
sirurioDal Rigbls, and drc \ational Asso-

.iadon Ibr re AdlaDccDrcnl of Colored
People. Based on its s(ccss. Dinc otbcr
.l;rics virh public-intercst 1.\' missioDs

ed Io stre nn.ler bofi U.S. and i.Iema
Mal la\'. The,! argue.l lhar lhe Alien
_lbrr 

Claim Ao, a srarule enaded in 1795,

alnnred re deraxrees to sue $e defen
dan6 nD nrrcurtional hu'naDrighA !n)
larnrN coNDiLred in ihe Urited sLaLes.

Sa)\ Veneris: -l kre\r rhar rhii case
\!,,Id reqri|e deatiYe aDd itryenrire
la,rretnrg ard had Ll)e poLeDrial ro help
dad) peopler n \as Lhe pe'le.t tool Lo

r,ah la\r sitr.lerts. Politicalas)lL, serl-
ers hrd rerer rred udet thc Alien To,t
Cl.im Ad. Preiouslr, the aci had been
used oDlr to n,c humaDjights ridaroN
in odrer counn-ies, for exaNplc, lcrdi-
nrDd \{rrcos in the Philipt)ines nncl Ser-
biaD Nar crntrn,al Radoun Karadic.'

(implie rta maiie,s \ras the scpa-
ralc lcgrl \rcb inrohiDg thc as)lun sta-

nrs ofcach clicnt lD additior to thc l\S
la\r ir, thc chric aho took on dre repre-
rnlatior ol tbre. polrtical aslhun seek-

ers nr scpararc dcportalion proceeclings.
"ln rh.v .rv\..r,,.iil do.nnrenh rh,r
{pported the clienrs bids lor asrlun
had beeD lon or desuored .ltrrnrg rhe
Inn," erphnrs Venetis. '\vidrout DeNspa

per .lips or odrer documents $ar shoir
thal a person is fleeing hom poliri.al
peNecutioD or rlas a polirical p soner
dre {haDces ol ganring as)lum are seri
otrsll.oDrpronised. The pohical as)lnm
seeteN ar $e Elizrbefi detendD cemer
had slept lrilh tben doconenrs onder
rLen pi[drs: noN tlxxe docun]ents l)ad

'i\t Iines, rhere \!as rrenrendors
liusoadoD for Penn) aDd e\eryoDe else

irrolred,' sals clentr. 'In a fe\r
n,5ian.es, clieDts \er deponrd. an.l \e
rreter'L notified. Ir odrer i.staD.es. ofii-
(ials Deglecte.l to tell us beldr Deetirgs
t][L Lher \ek 

'nou)g 
.lients lrom ore

Ia.ilit) to another or Ne \url.l send
.lienrs nrnedrnrg io sign rbrolrgh rhe

tl]il. only to be Lold $at rhq had been

The \'lierls of jdsr;.e cdrinue.l to
hrtr at a srail\ pa.e: the sun \ras fiulll
Iile.l r I S Di{ d C.nrr in \c\xrl on
brhalf ol l9 pohi.al as)lum seeters in

lL,re 1997. o\er a lear laler tbe defeD

,lar$ nunnr tir diin;ss base.l on $e
a,surnenr rar dre Un;red States ha.l Do

exisinrg tltrLies phtecftrg rhe righLs of
politi.al as)lon seekers 

'Las 
reje.ted.

The 200 page brief and 2,000 page
appendix prepared bI dre.linics rrani

(C. h al an l)ar. t2)

h"y
had come ro

find lreedom in
America,

but they wound
up in jails

that were as

abusive as

anlth ing the)r

had ever faced

in their
lrornelands."

hale sni.e beeD fornded at Rutger5-
Nevark in .reas likc thc enrnonnrcDr,
\fonen s righ6, aDd special cdtrcati{n,.

''\!h.n I rMs r stxdent. o e.ase I
Nork.d oD NcDt all thc rra) io il,e U.S.

Suprcmc ONrtr that expcriercc opered
nr) eles to th. inpacl \rc (nn hare,' sai\
GIeDn. :\Dd drc la\r schools rich radi-
tion ofpublic scrricc is a primarr rcason

he.hrals carrcd oui ionre time durntg
nr) career b do prc bono \0r1.'

clcnn,.lorg Nith ilm, a5so(ide\
and fclkn! laN school rludni Xi{l)ael
HoldcD (h"La\:05) and-rina Antor-
akakis (\La$'97). roluntcered rheir
help. Anlonakakis \ras ahead) lamililr
NiIh thc care, haring rrorlerl rrith
Venclis as a siude.t. Alter.ooductiDg
erreDsirc rcsearch. the lcgtl ien de.;d-
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a rcam thal. ar rarious inler\als, ntcldled
80la\r clinicstudcnis ud a doztn studenr
a$dates at O NleheD) & VyerFboiled
do,rn Io this basic p,r,tir: that the phrsi'
cal aDd prychological abuse ftelcd our by

unlniDed aDd unsupe,aised Estr.r sl1fi
memb.E. and th{: t'ilue .)f E\mor and
INS o€fi.ials ro.orre.t thosc 2bu*s ,on-
niluted a liolalion of thc humaD rights ol'
thc political asylum scckeN.

appoinred thal maDt ofour client! Nete
Nhisked out of tlrc counirt: ir one
insian.e rhis occurcd after Ne obran)ed
an emeBeDcy sta) of a cliedls deporLa'
tbn in a iedcral.ourt," sard VeneLh. I
an oplimistic about the nexr Phase of
the case. \!e\'c so far found INS and
.orporare .locumenrs rhal nrppo( thc
.laims ofabuse and slolen propcrl), and
e\;den.e dnl om.ials al thc highen le!-
ek offsnoraDd the INS kno! rbout it.'

In recent months, Venelis has se.r
Lhtee demiled letters asking thc I\S to
address the abuse clanns of OluNole
Abo)ade, another asllLun seeker from
Nige'i!. The lelrers hare goDe unaD-
s{ered. QuaraDtillo ol tbe INS sa}s that
''oot te\pondiDg Io PenD)\ lctlcrs doe\nt
meaD \Le're Dot a\tare of the charges.'
\t'rillen abtrse .lains are revicNcd on a

\reeklrbrsis bi a gup dut includes INS
and delention certer sraft, medical per-
sonnel, attomels, andjo.lges, she sals.
'-NIanr as}l!n seekers simplr doD'I
believe that they deseNe ro be iDcarceml-

ed, and, !s a resull, dreir charges are
oft cn grosnt exaggemred."

\!heD rhe rli,aberh delenrion cen

tcr rcopcned itt Febroary 1997 trDder
drc managemedl ol tbe Corecdons cor
porarion of Ameri.a, INS oilicials boast

ed thal it \ould be a model of hov a

dcteniion .enter dbuld be rnn. Selen
nonths later ir made headhres again
rvhen dctainces sraged a hunger srike,
deman.liDg better lreaLment. This past

Nlarch, rhe (onpart paid 51.6 million ro

sctdc a la{suiL orer dnsafe coD.lilions in

Veanwhile. f smor correctional Ser-

viccs chauged its name r<) correclional
Scrliccs Corporarion and is .urrently
facing scrcral laNsoits stemming lioDr
abusc.harges ai fa.ihies thonghort lhe
couD1.I. Sals Veneris: "L.formnatel).
the INS condntres ro abuse polirical asy-

lum seekers rvith impuniqr AI least advo-

catcs for asllun seeker nos hare a pub-
lishcd legal op;ior m drey .an prrseDt
in cout. Bir by bi! r,e are seDding mes'

sagcs to the INS lnd derenrioD .eDlers
thal the abuses Du$srop." A

''\Yc argucd that thcrc arc sorte
riShts thar arc so univcrsal aDd 50

basic-likc beins ficc from the 1)pcs ol
abuses orr .lieDls rlcre subjccied 10-
tlut a treary isn'l needed 1o prltcct those
righrs,' explanrs Venel;s. In O.lober,

Jtrd8e Dickinson R. Deberoise rulcd thai
Ihe basic human righls of thc asllun
seekers had beeD liolated rndcr both
U.S. and int€mational law and that the)
could e INS omcials, Esmor aDd its
emplolees for daDrages. He also ruled
rlut dre political as,vlrn seekers could
sue the INs irself ior liolarions ol rcli-
gious freedom aD.l propery lo$, but not
for nlernarional hunran rights claiNs.
"This is dre first ne that iDrernalional
law has been applied to golernment
vorkers in the Unired Srares," says
ItDetis. "\\'e1e hoping rlis (ill finall)
.hange ihe val thousan.ls of asylum
seekers are feared in this.ountrI."

Veneris credns her srndenrs rnd
o'Melvent & Nllerts\ho didDt rake a
dnne in fees-for helping her \rh the
ln\r .riri.,l r."nd -Thn \',s, l,ndm,rk
hu'nan-tights .ase,' sats Glenn. "The

"LLoneis 
nF) hale genera€d rhe ideas

lnd theoies. bul i las dre srudenN \'lro
fleshed u all our aDd helped trs make thc
legal arguments in cour. Pennt especial

l) deserles a neDe.doos anronDr ol
.redn for her detern nrion and lor seN
nrg as the arhned for dre etrtire case. '

The ieam-now sort;rg on re dis
.olery phase of$e case ro re.orer.lan-
ages-iaces neN obsmcles. Of the origi-
Dal l9 clien$, tlree $o. pohi.alas)lum,
rhree are still a\Lahing a decisioD, one
ras grarted a (ailer ofdeporra ,r. and
12 \'ere deporied and are nov hi.ling in
fien honelands. of rhe $re still Nait-
ing ro learn lhe out.ome ofthen asylum
cases, t\ro have been released and oDe is

in dercntun in NlarylaDd. "l\n very dis
Rill Clati, )s the so at edilor d/ Rutgcrs


