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ri.r nund elle(l t(tr a le rure on
J',..n! tirir.s, the legendsrv Balti.
aore Colts qlarlerbsck qho is rak,
.ig a ier..ious hir lrom a Cleveland

''I !e alsays tho!ght oi n\self mor€
:. a rrearlr rhan a psl er pu.her. sa\s. .o,. Toar's one nr tne ieason. +e ip
:ie. so successlul. Creatj!it\ has
:.iar: be€n the priorjry herc.'

Saboi \vho hosrs This Is The NFL,
:..l.nFen rr-.ndicar€d shoR jn rhe his
:_iJ ol sp..rs, and M.ndo! Moeaz,ne,
:: a .ihenaric conducror \vorkins to
;:.ar€ dramatic monents. His rheatri,
-: iiarr keeps creepins into his con.
::::arion as he loutine\, quoles .o1.
:::jl .ha.a.r€rs ljke Emest Hemirg,
,t:i. Orson \\'ells, Cen ceorse C. pat
::. a.d or|els And n.r unlike some
:: :.e characters he bentions, he ll
!::.:ines ur an obscenity or trvo to

D.i Shula told me once rhat if
\lL F:lns sis a loorball team, lou:-r: s!!ld ha\e been in la S,,ner
: a.s a:d *o. rien ail. sa\s Sa;ot,
:.::i:.g (lrir prid€. 1couldh r think
:: :.\ !r.rse hishe. rhan rhar. '

\ rran! resperts. Sabols ci.ee.
!rr.d: ltk€ a nodern da! lair!-

I::; T.e :Cea lor \FL Films..:i:.i r!.in h1s i!rher. Ed Sal)ot.

and Stere became the leadins actor in
all ol lhe honre movies. "I srarted piay-
ihg loorball as a 70 pounder on the
Halerlord (Pennsylvania) schoot ream
and eve.! gsme I played he fitmed."
recalls Sabol. "By the rime I was a
high school senio., he had gotten

Ed lelt the ore.coat busjhess al age
'10 to nart a lilm company-tslai. Mo.
rion Picrures and Stev€ h€aded for
college in Colorado to play iootbaitand
najor in arl Eds lirst lilm inlolved
whale h!nring,.ecalls Srere, and in
the b€einnins, his lather would mak€
An o.c.sional industriat titm. In 1962

ln addition to footba , NFL
Films has made a NASA
documentary fot PBS, tock
videos ,or Bruce Sp ng-
steen and Michael Jack-
son, commercials for Dis-
ney and Wendy's and
mote.

opponunitt knocked rhen Ed puF
chased the ritshts to rhe \arional foot
bsll Leasue (\-FL) chsmpionship
sar,e in.n open bid lor a mere i5,000.
He.id nis i)n \v.uld ne!er look ba.k.

''I li al\ars reftenb€r Dad calLins
he uD in mt lounh or trrr }ear ot
lolle!-e and saring. jud3).g b! vou.
srad€s. pia\ir-E joDr!:ll a:C gcing to
Ihe 

'n.\ies 
n!:r b€:n: i.l!:iing:

tou re doir:.. be.a!.E \ ij .ar t b€
.pen.i,.g an) r:nE .: !.a:s \'.! re
!.i!!e;\ qL:al:al€i !. ii.l..:F hl'i rh:s
grne anC I d l:ie \',j r: .,,-e back

..I.n, :.:.. .:,r: (e :..;{ed ar $as

s.ne old -\"FL lilns and we asr€€d.
lion a creative standpoinr. to pres€nr
prolessional ioorbell ihe same *ai
Hoil!!!ood presents ficrjon Fith .
certain dramatic nair, renre!!b.ri
Sre!€. \\'e mored came.as ro snrnd
l€!e1, sot rid ot rhe old lashionsd p.lia
music and the ilav rhe
written Inst€ad oi Lrsing a iporrr.
casrer. \v€ used Johi Facsnda. a l,h,:l
delfhia ne$scasrer sho had a rer\ r.-
onani, drimaric roi.e.

'''rhe idea *as io emphasi,! rhr
srruggle rather rhan rhe srraregy tr
ilas m) .bjecrile tr sho" ftr,rlali .. I
had experienced ir as a plareri ( jrh rire
muscles rjppling $e.r sfra!ins snJ)r
fl!ins. grunring. Then *e rook ir dnd
added a !urreaiis(ic elenenr b) prr
ting much oi it in slos morion '

\eq \FL Commrs-qioner rere R).
zelle qas nor on)1 inpres.ed. but rc
aljzed iilnr s porenrjal ro create a pu1).
lic image lbr s same rhar, r.lar)!. ro
todar, had littie tslerisi.n e\poslre
!\ith R.zel]€s endo.semenr. lid con
!inced the l2 \FL reanrs to co.iribrre
S20.000 €ach ro o€are \FL lil.i.
Toda!, NFL Films js a $holh o"n€d
subsidiary ol rhe r"FL and ir par!
ro)slies to each reab

''Xl! larher isn ! i!!ol!ed in rhe drr
to{lay .perati..s
Saboi, bur as Hemu)g\s! once sa)d,
'Ilreir.ne needs rh.i. . derector'
Dad siill c.nrriblres in thar respecr.

''Because -\"FL Films has such a drs
tincl signature and idenrir!, a lor oi
peopl€ think iit o*ned bt me and n\
dad and Fe often hear, too bad !,)u
dont o\!n stock in rhe coht)an\. '
sals S.bol. But in rhe truesr sense ol
thecliche. it\ be€n a Iaborollore-rhe
s.eatesr job in rhe $orld I can t e\rn
concei!e.1 doins anlihins !lse '

N the $all in Sr€re Sab.l r
oftic€ ha! b€ rhe Lrlrlm.r!
nemenlo An aurografh.d

photosraph ol Yince Lonbardi rhar
reads. "To Ste!€ a shmu.k il I erP'

\FL Films and its 160 emploleei
hale become accustomed to nemenr,N
and a$ards. A dillicult-ro-nriss rroplr!
case in rhe lobbr conta)ns a handtuL .r
rhe cL.se t. l0llhb]s \l.L l ilms hr.
won l()l dircction, p()ducrion a.rl
cinemarosrsph). Ali ol the sc(,lade.
hare lnn€ despire the lact irs iounder.
ne!e! t.ok a lornrrl camera. !r.iring,,r

Snbol n pro!d rhar nanr emploleei
ha!€ been ar \FL l'ilnr,{ -.ince irr i.-
cepr(,n and clains ro kno$ €\e$..€
5l I:.ir firsr nanr.r i \e i..lni.1 ,:.
a nai:ger rhat \nLt hrre lhe ;.ir p!r.
ple n\ail.bLe and ser rhe heLl our , I
rhei. \ar, he .l.iinr. He al$ hoair.
Ihat the (,mpanj hss !ioD.ered dar\
ol Ihe lilh t€chniques and rkid\ rh.,r
are no\v conmonplace
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STEVE
SABOL

By gill Glovin
Editor

TEYE SABOL, presidenr ol
\FL F:lms. is bus! in rh€ nexr
roorn rr!i.s ro h,ine in.. rhe

: .; -l ard .h:i nan. \ho rorked in':. i:rl,r. Philadelphi. o\ercoar
r-...i:s aid h.red ir.

ar. r€diiie presenr. Ed leceived a
:a ::n Belland Ho\eilno(iecanera,

ird
INi
l.lt I
:}'



Inre.esrinsl\', Sabol once carried a

{o.iratch into C.ne \Ynh the Wind
an; .ounre.l onh 20 ninules ort o1222
ninutes withoLrt music, t€lliDg a re'
port€r "11!\Lc rs an mPoflsnr nart nl

our lL\e5. \\'e ser maii ed to m!'rc $e

sel Luned t! mu$c, (e nrak€ lnve rrr

mur c and re go ro *rr to musrc ft s

a sre6L wal I '.on\ 
p! emotLon dnd leel

inc. '

The nusi. !h!r accoftPanies loot
ball highlishts has been compos€d lor
21leaN bv SoutherD Calilbmia gradu

at; Sam Slence. *ho lives in Cer'
manv. Each vear a 6; Piece o.chestra

""-ides one and a hau hours ol oris
inal music. Later, Sabol applies it to
tiln.

.\"FL Films was also the lirst to
appll a pop ronS ro l".raBe and

Dir,du!€ hrqh ishts nI hlonper, whi h

habol comDlains has b€come a hol
r€ndous. t€dious and ove._used
clich6." lt Nas also iirst to provide rc
lerse ansle r€Dlays and shoot ground
lev€l slow notion, claims Sabol

INCD 196i, eveN lhY ol everr"
\fL slme h1s he€n \r'tr€d in-r
ct mtrur€ ze I {drehou'e 3d

j,, n inH rhe lll. Li,,t€l ollL e\' O\cr.rll.
\Fl, filn'\ 'h r \ ;or) mrLP' rrl lrlrr i
year, second only to rhe U S Cove.n

"Because NFL Films has
such a signatute and
identity, a lol ol PeoPle
think it's owned bY me and
my Dad ..."

Ed ltett) 1nd san Stave
closo la 10 EhfrYs ||ao
dtreclion, Ptoductian

'$eaieL Dhrlu. 'phY he add., .ome'
,mm l,aui Cezanne. th€ sreat FrenLh

rmpre.\ionrdic pdrnre! sho once raid
''All 3!! is reLecled detarl

Once the iilm is shot, it rec€ires a

polLce escort rra morurcvcle ftom the
rra.|um t. rhe arrn4tt and is ru\h€d
back to \{ount Laurel ld Processins,
shrh b comDleled bv mnrnrng Tuo
rFans ol edLt;rs rhen come rn ro bre€k

doqn the loolag€ and collate it into
sto.v forln. BY the end of MondaY s

qork,"g dar narari.n and musrc are

nir&l ,n ond ihe c mrlered f.odu!t Ls

sent on to various stalions around the

''\ jde.!a)€ g:1e.:re.rfie__ . -:
lLrene.! and it d..rr'r ra\. i 5'
m.idins, rf:IU!e and rrcl:ie q;r. !\ ''
irs tense ol sonder. sa\i Sa!,.. f-i
renriaLlr, 1'e are blrir mar.5 :::l
nona€llers. and thal.re. r,: -- -
ter ;n lilm. \\'a(rhi.s ftd..^ l

l.v lrl .n !ideLi(al)e irr;r n .i r I .

The \.CR b.on .i r.ci.r r.::' :'
meanrlhal almost l(r Pe..s.l : \'a:
l'iln: revenr€3 n.\ ..e. 1a:: 1.

ca::etle sal.(, *hr(. iar. '.'
''man! ioorbdll 1a.. r:L ! .. ::
these dats like ba_.bail .:.:r' . '
video catal.gre cont.:i'i l::i i: i_

l?airres on a:l i! \FL lri::' -
S!!.rBowL:. as *eli :..:r''r' .r. '
suroundins hum.r. i:-::.1 ::: __.:

\1ean$hiie, :n add:r:Lr: I .: I .:
the hall.!ime hiB'hl:g::: : : Ij
Yondal \'14ht F...;.ll : : :-
hour and . hrLf .l ner !r :. :

(.\rrrdor .l/i :,tr' .1r1rl 1l

-Vr{/rr l1.r(i,!Pr on FISI'\ '.: :. :.
aanre. II ali) rrc.irr(._ .:r:'1 r,: :''
f.i)r.ge ftt 7i,' 1' r/r, \'/ 1- t: r:

.\ll. ' llllt). rlir|!. 'I r' ': :

th. r,,rnr^ a.d i!.1i.rl-
\l l, filn)i nr\ ir i,trr \ .:'

"Lble 
lot rhc

li).rr)aLl o. tclrvL.ror. i):r: :.r:

"fhe idea was to emPha'
size the sttuggle rathet
than lhe strategr lt was mY

obiective to show football
as I had exqetienced it as

a plaYet ..."

rends netlv.rk !atingi, :t..lt!a'' ::
ien.lance and rarinFi litr ir: ': "
reached all line highs hrr rear \'
b€lter evidenc€ rv.s rhe st.ike oi.tr'.r
nronths. $hen .alirgs were oni) r:r;:::
lv ol1. Ail lhings considered h! p"i::::
our. it would be nearh Lmfossi!'t :'
inlent a ganre thar $rs m

tele!ision than I.othali
' Iootball is the Perle.r rstc':3:'

lor the American Ps)che be.a!:e i:
combines asslessneness, beaur\ a.c a

kihd oi militar! strares) ln busrners

it sometim€s tak€s veaF to lind 1r:
ho" something sill $otk out, but :
each and e!e.t game. there r a r€'
lution, Sabol etplains l thinl i( r'i'
Psiton $ho -.aid, Elerlbod! lo\et :
*inner. and $ith looiball. "e ser "r'
heroej and goats each and eleN SLn_

da! All rhose rhings are reanrns "n\'
r. CA.e! Srensel pur it, Our luturt r'

ment. At least teo to three ol a 60

cameranen force are assisned to each
qsme. with h're u\€d 1^r imP'rranL
;archup. snd Plcv,,rl simei (on
trovereuL Plaj. are <ent on t' rhe

in t€rm. un que tu \l-L l'ilm"3nr
eramen are div,ded into tlees mne\
and rveasels. A tre€ is rhe top cam

eraman. root€d above rhe action
Mol€s are r€sponi,ble lar hsnd held

i.r,on oriented ground cameras aid
weasels a.e srcund cam€.ame. sho
shoot €verything but lhe action A
Suoer Bowl ma\ command 3c man) as

i*; imF n,n€ mol$ and lour qesi'ls
"T sas a weas€l at 18 SuPe. Botrls

and nevel sas € pla!, Sabolcont€nd'
''The wav the sun tame rhroleh rhe

oorr holes ot rhe sradrum .Ledr marIs
;n the mud. Ihe \a! pLd\eF sre qil'

houetted coming a.ross the lield ivere

things I looked hr' Part ol rhe
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HE tact that .\_FL Films uses

liim rother lhan vide.tapes
distinsuishes il iiom most lele

lision I! is also one of th€ r€asons n
h,s been able to branch out b€Yond

ln 1980, jr made The Creder
A'1j ?nttte tlan s Jaurne\ It th?

Voon a PBS docum€nlary done in
... L'n.riob with \ASA ln receol
year,, rr hss done rc.k \ rdeos ior Bru(e
s".lnssteen )"lichaeL JacL!on a n'1

o;h€rs. allolsp.rir ///ustrdt.d s H ne
\i,len L,ne rndusrrel and mstruc

lonal i lm!, commercraL lhr DFne\'
\\'endy's and more.
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